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N 5)6) (b)(7)(C)

at REG-MEMPHIS-1_PO’

ority: Normal .

E.:i (D)(6) (0)(7)(C ) St

Subject: Re: Internal Smugglexr Status

" ecceeecemmee-ccseem-emsccoseeooossos Message CONLENLS =============m=c=ccecemac- memeea

Porward Header

Subject: Re: Internal Smuggler Status : T
author: (WIGKIOIGGI et cMC-ATLANTA-1 :

Date: 12/4/02 12:42 PM

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)|

Sounds you like folks have your hande 1 and have been busy, but
gYes nbil! It sounds like you have
Thanks for all you folks are doing.

When you have some time, which I know is not much, please give me a
call regarding the investigation of Teresa Kotwitz and the seizure of
the 3 checks for $1.5 million. You.can have New Orleans return the
funds that were being held on our behalf, minus- vhatever they
determine is ‘teh penalty. Our investigation is going to continue here
with IRS. We will close our current case under your collateral case
number and open a new case with your case number, and our collateral
case number, documented as related cases. That way, your office won't
get stuck keeping your case open for the next few years. We will also
request that the original FedEx packaging be forwarded to us to be
uged later if needed. The USAO is~considering indicting Kotwitz for
the CMIR violation, though we way have issues to overcome on the pxoof
of ‘knowledge. It may prove useful though to gain her cocperation.

My number is 770-CURRRIENY All the Best,

(0)(6) (L)(7)(C)

- Reply Separator
nterna migglexr Status

Pt () (6) (b)(7)( at REG-MEMPHIS-1_PO

pate: 12/04/2002 10:32 AM

Non-responsive to the request
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RE: Circle Group Limited - 2001~-2095-100378-01 (HQ
636688)

P (0)6) (0)(7)(C) NIRRT (°)(C) (D)(7)(C)

Me. in a memo dated February 28, 2002, alerted
this office of an ongoing criminal investigation for the
above referenced case. Counsel for Circle Group has
contacted this office (OR&R) and reguested early release
of the seizure. We want to make sure we do not' do
anything to jeopardize the potential IRS investigation.

Please advise as to the status of the criminal matter.
specifically, is there any activity (e.g.. IRS
investigation, indictments filed, etc.) that would
preclude OR&R from acting on the reguest for early
release? If so, please advise what response to give to
Circle Group's counsel. Also, please comment on the
legitimacy of source and use of the funds.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 1f you
have any questions, please feel f£ree to contact me.

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Attorney, Penalties Branch
United States Customs Service

(b)(6) cuscoms.creas.gov
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Author: (b)(6) (b)(7)(C) USCUSTOMS

pate: 5/17/02. 4:40 PM
Priority: Normal
ipt Requested

Recea

TO: at REG-MEMPHIS-1_PO

TO: at CMC-ATLANTA-1

cC: DIST-NEW_ORLEANS-1

cC: USCUSTOMS

CC: USCUSTOMS

Subject: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01

------- emccmmemeemmmeam-===--=--- Message CONtENts ----==-=c--=---s-oooooooosssoTEsssoos
Importance: High

RE: Circle Group Limited - 3001-2095-100378-01 (HQ 636688)

. BIEIEE] and s (b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Ms.Wn a memo dated Pebruary 28, 2002, alerted this
office of an ongoing criminal investigation for the above

referenced case. Counsel for Circle Group has.contacted this
office (OR&R) and requested early release of. the seizure. We
want to make sure we do not do anything to jeopardize the
potential IRS investigation.

please.advise as to the status of the criminal matter.
Specifically, is there any activity .(e.g., IRS investigation,
indictments filed, etc.) that would preclude OR&R from acting
on the request for early release? If so, please advise what:
response to give to Circle Group's counsel. Also, please
comment on the legitimacy of source and use of \:he_funds.

Thank you for your assistance in thig matter. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

.Attorney, Penalties Branch

(b)(6)'(b)(7=)»(6) Sexrvice

stoms.treas.gov
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REG-MEMPHIS-1_PO
Subject: Re: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01
cmemmesemmmme——em=messssssseo-oooosoo MesBage CONEENtS ===-==-=--==c-===sm--=ccemmoo=aoooo-

Thank you!

Effective June 10, 2002, my new office phone number will change
to (202) [RIQEQIQIE

{The office address will remain the same.)

e > > > = = WS — s

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Attorney, Penalties Branch

(0)(6) (D)(7)(C ) et

]
'
'
]
)
1
1
1
1
+

SN (1) (6) (b)(7)(C)Eya 1
gigjec:: Re: Circle Group Limited - {
2001-2095-100378-01 E |

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Ms.

1 do not have any objection to the early release of the
seizure. I am only looking at the violator for the civil

v jons. However, I believe that the SAIC Atlanta, S/A
is looking at possible cximinal violations.

Thank-—tou.,

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Reply Separator

Subject: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01
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[ T-N3Y_ORCEANS -1
1 ST-NEV_ORLEANS - L
at ONC: KCLANIA-L

at RBG-NEMEHIS-L_FO
USCUS TOrS

CC: UscuysSTove
Subject: Circle 6coup Llmited - 2001-2095-100378-01
e semmmees < bemmmnseo=ee.--=—=-- }eSSage Contents ----- B e fcccccmee—————- mmemen

Inportasce:  Eigh -

s wemwswe oo eo =

E: -circle Gronp Iimiced - 2001-2095-100376-01 (HQ 636688)
oo (0)(6) (P)(7)(C)

ftrg e-r2dl is to infcen you on the matter referenced above.
s, case dzvrolves the seiznre of three negotiable checks
totaling §3,5L5,571.13 that wexe sedzed by Customs at the
Paderal Bxpress facildry in Menpllis, Tennessee on March 16,
2001. Thexe nag an attempt Lo expoxt these monetary
ingtrunents to Nassaw, Bahavas vithout filing a Report of

' Ipterratiozal Txaaspaxtaticn of Qmrency or Monetary
Instrouvents Ecxm (CF 4790).

()(6) (D)(7)(C)

Becauoe tlere was notificatiaon of an ongoing criminal-

3 aaticn iz the file, 1 concacted the Customs agents
’ (b)(6) (b)(7)(C) (Please refer to the e-mail
Del.on for history. Counse o= Circle Group has contacted
thais afflee (ORLR) and requested early release of the seizure.

(b)(6) (D)(7)(C) .
hai advised that the criminal investigation is still
open 21d has recormenidsed agalnst early release. Due to the

arouat of fuads, 3t Le in TreasuIy's jurisdiction. Therefore,
va will be paseirg [DIGKOIGIG} ecommendation to Treasury.

flease Ee=) free to comtact me vith respect to this matter
gitler oo e-nail or via teleghoze.
‘thanks,

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

¢

p{fective Juna 10, 2002, my nev office phone number will change

to (202)
IThe affice address vill renain the game.)

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)
—_—  ——stemey—Penaities—Branch
Ioited - S s Costoms Bexvice
(b)(6) ( 8Os T3 ¢48.50T

N )5 b)) C) T
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(0)(8) (b)(7)(C

+
|
|
] 05/17/02 04:40 . |
I PM l
l l
+

........................... > %

-

Nttt laa ket it el |
] b)Y(B) (b)(7)(C (b)(6) (b)(7)(C)]
} (b)(6)‘b)(7)(<(;) rs )( ) SCUSTOMS,. I|
| : (0)(6) (b)(7)(C)  NErsnriyey-pl(0)(6) (b)(7)(C) |
! !

OIONOIQIE) sscseuscustoms,
(OIONCIQ®)NE /uscsausSCustoms ;
Subject: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01

.RB: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01 (HQ 636688)

wr . BEIBIELT ana vs . SRASMIE

Ms m a memo dated Pebruary 28, 2002, alerted this
_office of an ongoing criminal investigation for the above

referenced case. Counsel for Circle Group has contacted this

office (OR&R) and'requested early release of the seizure. We

want to make sure we do not do anything to jeopardize the

potential IRS investigation. s : 2

Please advise ‘as’ to the status of the criminal matter.
Specifically, is there any activity (e.g.., IRS investigation,
indictments filed, etc.) that would preclude OR&R from-acting
on the request for early release? If so, please advise what
response to give to Circle Group's counsel. Also, please
comment on the legitimacy of source and use of the funds.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you have any
questions, please feel free to contact me.

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

Attorney, Penalties Branch.
od States Customs Service
stoms.treas.gov
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f—') . )

g:z:?n bG? (b.()(q‘? USCUSTOMS

Priority: Urgent

Recs

ce:
CcC:
CC:
TO:
TO:

Subject: Re: Cixcle
------------------------------- Monage CONLENts -——-=smesscmssnmmma=an

amm——es—  ®

b)(6) (b)(7)(C )RR sk
DIST-NEW_ORLEANS-1

at REG-MEMPHIS-1_PO

USCUSTOMS

USCUSTOMS

Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01

-_--------------—----_-----------

(6)(6) (b)(1)(C) ‘
ust spoke wi (OOK(WI(®) on this matter. e told me
:hiciued h (s e ) as\:l;ther g‘;stmss; tolad o

e
trying to obtain information about the :anes‘tigation.Wdid
not divulge any information to him and has requested to keep
any information regarding the inesgacion confidencial.
(Please read her e-mail below). B o QRIOGIQIchat I was
the attorney handling the case and gave him my phone numbex,
but he has not called me. I will call him as soon as I get a
decision from Trxeasury. :

.

Update re: Treasury Decision: _
I am still trying to get in touch with the appropriate official

in Treasu to advise them of our "No Release" recommendation.
(OIPIOIBI@)is no longer there. I was referred to [ RRIREAR
RIOROIE ho is out until June gth. I was also referred to
(b)(6) (b)(7)(C who said he didn't handle these cases and
referred me to [SASASUUAD) OEIOMI@leaid she didn't handle these-

cases and referred me to IGXOWI®)] 1 have leoft a message

for DIBIBIGI@GN and am waiting to hear from him. Hopefully he
“will have the authority to make the decision on this matter.’

In the interim, if you know of anyone else I could contact at
Treasury, please let me know. i

w)(6) (b)(7)(C)

'rhanke:,
(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

pffective June 10, 2002, my new
ro (202) [(RICKQIQIO)

(The office address will remain the same.)

of fice phone number will'cha:;ge

--‘--—----------‘_--—-----_—-_--_--_—

(b)(8) (b)(7)(C)
Attorney, Penalties Branc

United States Customs Service

- o - —— e te o o

o ——— o —— S— S—

(b)(B) (b)(7)(C) stoMBTtreasTyov

----- roruarded by[(IOROIBI@®)v=/uscs on 05/23/02 10:15 AM

""""" MEmEa (0) (6) (0)(7)(C)j
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do
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LIS (0)(6) (0)(7)(C ) Al
cc:
Subject: Re: Circle Group Limited -

e e el L K L T ]

not want CIRCLE or their counsel to know any of the

details of the investigation, especially IRS involvement .

It

is an open investigation and I feel that disclosure of

any of such details could jeopardize the investigation.

Again, many thanks,

(b)(8) (B)(7)(C)

Reply Separator

Subject
Author:
Date:

: - Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01
(WIOKNE vscusTons

05/22/2002 3:08 PM

RB: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378-01 (HQ
636688)

e (b)(®) (b)(7)(C)

This e-mail is to inform you on the matter referenced
above. This case involves the seizure of three
negotiable checks totaling $1,515,523.13 that wexe
seized by Customs at the Federal Bxpress facility in
Memphis, Tennessee on March 16, 2001. There was an
attempt to export these monetary instruments to Nassau,
Behamas without filing a Report of International
Transportation of Currency or Monetary Instruments form
(CF 4790) .

Pecause there was notiticacion O . £ I

investimasiondn the £ilg ad tha Customs
ity (0) (5) (b)(7)(C)meg(b)(6) (b)(7)(C) AT
refer to the e-mail below for history. ounsel for
Circle Group has contacted this office (OR&R) and
requested early release of the seizure. .

(b)(6) (B)(7)(C) -
has advised that the cxriminal investigation
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is still open and has recommended against early release.
Due to the am” )t of funds, it is in Treasury™

jon. - Therefore, we will be passing Ms: .

recommendation to Treasury. )
Pleasge feel free to contact me with respect to this ' :
matter either on e-mail or via telephone. - ¢

Bffective June 10, 2_002, my new office phone number will
change [ISAEIGIO)
to (202)

(The affice address will remain the same. )

(b)(6) (0)(7)(C)

Af.tomey, Penalt:.i.es Branch
Customs Service

' (b)(G) (b)(?)(C) .treas.gov

..... Forwarded b (b)(G) (b)<7)(C)' /US(;S on 05/22/02

10:21 AM

E/USCS@USCustoms
| Subject: Circle Group Limited -
2001-2095-100378-01]
> .

R itttk di it ale it

RE: Circle Group Limited - 2001-2095-100378~-01: (HQ
636688)

©)(6) B)7N)(CN (b)(6) (b)(7)(C)

nd Ms.

Ms. | B in a memo dated February 28, 2002, alerted
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this ottice ot an ongoing criminal investigation tor the
above referer case. Counsel for Circle Grc ) has
contacted this-office (OR&R) and requested eariy release
‘ of the seizure. We want to make suze we do not do
.anything to jeopardize the potential IRS investigation.

please advise as to the status of the criminal macter.
Specifically, is there any activity (e.g., IRS
investigation, indictments filed, etec.) that would

* preclude OR&R from acting on the request for early
release? If 8o, please advise what response to give to
Circle Group's counsel. Also, please comment on the
legitimacy of source and use of the funds.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

(b)(6) (b)(7)(C)
Attorney, Penalties Branc
United States Customs Service

D)(6) (0)(7)(C) pimbmiatiiiaashi-id




